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over that of the individual more strikingly expressed than
in that general care for the interests of culture, which it
claims as at once a right and a duty. Plato's demand that
education should be entrusted to the State has been realised
in the modern State, at least approximately. Of course, it
is not realised quite as the philosopher conceived it, and
yet here, as elsewhere, the fulfilment in a certain sense
exceeds the fancied ideal. The State's education does not
supplant that of the family; it supplements it. The latter
represents more particularly the individual, the latter the
social aspect of moral education; that is, it prepares the
individual for his occupation and position as a citizen.

With this object in view, the first and chief function of
the State as an institution for the promotion of culture is
the superintendence of instruction. While, to avoid un-
necessary restrictions on individual freedom, the State
permits the formation of private educational societies, so
far as they are not inimical to its own ends, and merely
reserves the right of supervision over them ; the fundamental
idea of its educational system must be that of public
instruction. For public instruction is not only the most
practicable method, and hence the best for the individual;
it is, in addition, the most effective way of securing that
uniformity of culture which is so desirable, and there is
more likelihood that it will be undertaken from motives of
fidelity to public duty. Here the teacher exercises his
office, not on the ground of a private contract based on
mutual advantage, but in virtue of his sense of public duty ;
and the importance of this fact is not to be underestimated.
In addition, public education brings together members of
various ranks in life, which is a good thing, especially in
the education of boys. We cannot begin too early to combat
the spirit of caste that is the result of a narrow education
based on class distinctions. And just here public instruction